THE MOST ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT SALTWATER AND REEF AQUARIUMS

BROMIDE and IODIDE

Q: How much bromide is in natural
seawater and how important is it for
keeping marine fish and reef inverts?
A: There is 65 parts per million (ppm)
of Bromide in NSW. It is believed by
researchers that there may be a syner-
gistic relationship between bromide and
iodide. The proper amount and form of
iodide (not iodine) might prevent some
aquatic health problems.

The presence of iodide alone without
bromide will temporarily raise redox but
not prevent health problems associated
with iodide deficient environments.

BROMIDE and OZONE

Q: Will the proper amount of ozone
produce a toxic condition when used
with a marine salt that contains
bromide levels similar to NSW?

A: No. Excessive or uncontrolled
amounts of ozone may be responsible
for creating a toxic condition when in
contact with some form of bromide.
High levels of ozone are not in NSW.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD SALT?

1) A formula that is similar to NSW.

2) Uniform particle size of all salts.

3) No deficiencies or excessive amounts
of elements.

4) Little variations between samples.

5) Low in nitrates, phosphates, silicates,
and not excessive in metals.

ENRICHED or DEFICIENT?

Q: Are Coralife® and Reef Crystals®
enriched sea salt formulas?

A: Coralife® tested higher in calcium
than NSW. However the same samples
proved to be deficient in magnesium and
low in sulfate, both major components .

Magnesium in Coralife® was 782
ppm vs. 1350 ppm in NSW (see Marine
Aquarist™ Vol. 1 No. 1). Sulfate was
2367 ppm vs. 2700 ppm in NSW.*

Reef Crystals® claims to be calcium
enriched. However, two samples varied
between 380 ppm and 488 ppm, vs. 400
ppm in NSW. One sample was higher
and one sample was lower than NSW.*

WHAT SALTS WERE NON-
UNIFORM PARTICLE SIZE?
Irregular or non-uniform particle salts
can be seen in Coralife® and Coral Sea.
Non-uniform or irregular particle sizes
of different salts in a mixture allow for
separation of these elements.. during:
manufacturing, packaging, transporting,
and in general handling. This can pro-
duce a mixture that can contain differ-
ent parts of the formula in different

parts of the package.

Marine Environment® , BIO-SEA®
and Coral Marine™ are uniform particle
salt formulations.

Which salts have vitamins?
Coralife® and Reef Crystals® both claim
to have vitamins in their products. Both
brands were assayed for vitamins and no
vitamins were detected vs. claim of
vitamins on their package.*

Marine Environment® contains vita-
mins in a separate "little bottle™ includ-
ed inside of each package.

* S-15 Report™
® & ™= Registered Trade Marks.



